
 
 

 

Happy New Year!  

Tidworth & District Chamber of Commerce would like to wish all 

our Members a prosperous and safe 2021. This year our 

Committee is set to support our Members and provide innovation, 

unity, and opportunity to the business community. Our principal 

aim is to support Tidworth and District’s economy, to become 

more profitable through creating business partnerships and an 

environment where businesses can grow and prosper. 

With Kristen Smith having taken the Chair in 2020, the Chamber is 

set to support the local community and make worthwhile changes 

through support, advice, and relationships.  

 

Our Support  

 

Every business needs a helping hand or a friendly ear from time 

to time. Our new Friday Business Clinic has already successfully 

supported several local businesses, with bespoke advice to suit 

thei individual business needs.  

Within our relaunch, we have introduced our Big Buddy 

Business initiative.  This scheme has created a network of 

mentors and mentees, who confide in each other about 

business and support each other through these times. This 

scheme is supported by fantastic mentors, who are keen to 

support your business.  

 

Covid-19 Business Support  

 

During these unprecedented times, it is important to know where to find support if you need it.  

The Chancellor has previously announced a package of measures that will continue to protect jobs 

and support businesses: Chancellor outlines Winter Economy Plan - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Wiltshire Council also has excellent COVID-19 business advice available 

here: https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/business-advice-support-covid19  

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-outlines-winter-economy-plan
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/business-advice-support-covid19


 

   

 

  

 

  

   

 

More than ever with schools closed, students in our local communities need bespoke support. Rose 

Tuition Pathways have launched Key Stage 2 and 3 Maths groups, enabling students to continue to 

develop their confidence, independence and understanding of key mathematical concepts, whilst 

reducing the feeling of isolation by working together.  

Another success this month has been the opportunities and lessons provided on a one-to-one basis of 

which are high-quality, bespoke and provide an opportunity for students to be challenged, resulting in 

accelerated progress. All of these 1:1 lessons take place 'after-school' and in the evening, which links 

directly with key curriculum objectives studied in school. Support is available to all students at any time 

for any school lessons or assignments that they may find more challenging - empowering everyone to 

achieve!  

Another success has been the launching of parent workshops. Currently, reading workshops have been 

a great success in supporting parents, who may also be working from home, to understand what key 

skills are needed for successful reading, how to access 1000's of books from home and activities which 

promote independence and enable students to practise and refine key reading skills.  

Alternative education provisions provided to full-time, home-educated pupils, progress of students has 

been exceptional and even though in the current climate with many restrictions, the education of 

pupils at Rose Tuition Pathways is not affected and continues to be high-quality, adaptive to the 

current climate, but more than ever students are showing resilience and perseverance, achieving things 

which have never been achieved by them before.  

 

At Rose Tuition Pathways I aim for all of my students, no matter the ability, to be confident, successful 

and independent, with a holistic and individualised approach to learning. Learning never stops and it 

certainly hasn't within this pandemic. This is our good news story - to my amazing students and families 

whom I support - thank you.  

 
  

 

  

   

 

Aspire Defence are an inspiration; they have donated 

reconditioned laptops to St Michael’s Primary School over the 

past few weeks, for the school to distribute them to the most in 

need.  

Aspire Defence understand that some families are struggling so 

thought that this may help to ease the immediate pressure for 

home schooling and learning during lockdown.  

St Michael’s said, “We are overwhelmed with the generosity of 

Aspire Defence who have given us 16 reconditioned laptops to 

support families at home with online learning.” 



  

OxleyCare’s inspirational employees have supported our local 

community by doing everything they can to help others. From carers 

staying in placements to ensure client safety and HQ staff packing up 

large volumes of test kits and PPE to post, OxleyCare’s ‘Care without 

Compromise’ ethos has shone during these demanding times.  

Their magnificent Care Coordinator, Clair, has been a beacon of light 

for many during these times. Over the past year, ignoring the time of 

day or when on leave, Clair has shopped and dropped off supplies to 

carers isolating in between clients or in quarantine. She has spent many 

hours facilitating safe travel between clients.  

 

Castledown Business Park have expressed the pride they hold for their tenants over this past year, 

especially those who have had to adjust their work practices, operations and as a result, develop a 

whole new approach to develop their business and keep themselves running. In Castledown Business 

Park, most tenants are now working as normal and some have been incredibly busy too! 

Brydges Court is now at full occupancy and FitzGilbert Court only has one unit available. They are 

delighted with the tenants they have onsite, who offer a wide range of services, support, and some 

fabulous produce!  

Castledown Business Park have worked hard to allow their businesses to function safely. The 

Enterprise Centre operates with strict Covid-19 guidelines, allowing their tenants to use the facilities; 

they wanted to create a safe working environment to allow tenants to continue working.  

OxleyCare’s ethos extends to animals too. Care Manager, Jane, adopted a 

cat from a client who was moving and could no longer care for her pet.   

A particularly heart-warming story of care, compassion and thoughtfulness 

is one of Ana, Ana organised a portable bath for her client which could be 

used on the ground floor. With no safe way to climb stairs, having a bath 

became a much-missed luxury. The unbridled joy and happiness 

experienced by the client is testament to the compassion, effort and care 

shown by Ana. She says, “It was an adventure! My client watched as we 

filled the bathtub with bowls, and she stayed in for as long as she wanted. 

It was well worth it to see the happiness on her face!” 
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Poppies is an inspirational day care nursery based in Tidworth and 

Pernham Down.  Established in the heart of Wiltshire for over 26 

years, Poppies faced many challenges like all businesses this past 

year. However, they kept going. Through their dedication and 

care for each other, the littles ones they support and the 

community, Poppies continued to provide necessary services 

throughout the challenges last year brought.  

Throughout all of this, the nursery was recognised by The Nursery 

World, who printed a double page spread on the team’s inspiring 

work. Managing Director, Elaine Harrison, is proud of her team.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poppies closed two of their settings and furloughed 22 staff last year 

but continued to provide a service to the community’s keyworkers. 

Their COVID crew of 12 worked through, taking care, and looking after 

the babies and children of key workers every day. The key workers 

were critical to NHS staff, local PS, teachers, and military whose 

children needed the care to enable them to do their job, to keep us all 

safe. 

Poppies took this one step further. They had just two children in their 

breakfast and after school club. This had financial implications, but 

they understood the necessity of this for parents and wanted to do 

their bit. 

 

When the children wanted to create a hospital ward to treat patients 

with Coronavirus, the team embraced this idea. The role play enabled 

the children to explore what happens in hospitals, whilst reinforcing 

stringent hygiene routines and the discussion around it. The learning 

opportunities for the children were endless, whilst the children gained 

reassurance and understanding. 

Poppies want to recognise for Childcare Manager, Vicky Wheelband. 

Vicky as created a beautiful Facebook community to share photographs 

and important information to parents daily to keep them informed. 

Poppies credit her with working above and beyond to ensure Poppies 

were on hand 24/7 in case anyone tested positive.   

http://www.poppiesdaycarenursery.co.uk/contactUs.php 



 
Local News 

Contact us 

Would you like to nominate your business or another for our Business of the Month award? Send in 

your good news business story by the 20th of each month to be nominated by emailing 

info@tidworthchamberofcommerce.com or visit our new website at: 

www.tidworthchamberofcommerce.com  

 

 

 

Local News 

Events 

The Chamber is currently working in partnership with South West 

Health Training and Consultancy to provide Members with 

exclusive training offers. 

Kristen Smith, our Chair of the Chamber, continues to offer our 

Friday Business Support Clinic. 

The A303 Stonehenge Project is looking for 

businesses to support its supply chain. This is a 

brilliant opportunity for local businesses in our 

area.  

If you would like to find out more, please visit: 

Supply chain - Highways England 

Get ready to make your bets!  

Our first virtual race night is on its way! More information will 

follow shortly.  

If you would like to find out more about our events, please 

visit: https://tidworthchamberofcommerce.com/events/  

mailto:info@tidworthchamberofcommerce.com
http://www.tidworthchamberofcommerce.com/
https://highwaysengland.co.uk/our-work/a303-stonehenge/supply-chain/
https://tidworthchamberofcommerce.com/events/

